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PEOPLE PARTICIPATION IN FOREST FIRE CONTROL
SURROUNDING PHU RUEA NATIONAL PARK, LOEI PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

Objectives of the study were to determine the socio-economic condition and to find the
relationships between socio- economic factors and people participation in forest fire control
of the residing Phu Ruea National Park Loei Province. The designed questionnaire was used as a
tool for gathering the data by interviewing 323 sample household heads or the representative
and the data was analyzed by using statistical computer programme. The statistical values
calculation were percent, mean, maximum, minimum and chi-square with the given statistical
significance level of 0.05.

The results of the study indicated that the most respondent was male and their average
age was 46.49 years. The average number of houschold member was 5.05 and 77.1 percent, most
of them had never attended any training course. They mostly received information from the
government officers. Their residing areas were far from the boundary of the national park, less
than 2 km. The cultivated land was adjacent to the boundary of the national park. The most
respondents occupied, their own land with an area less than 10 rai. Their main occupation was
agriculture and their average houschold income was 36,570.03 bath/annum. They collected
forest products for food and other uses. Occurrence of forest fire in the communities
averaged 5 times a vear, and they used knife, axe, saw as the tools in the forest fire control.
The people used to practice prescribed burning for weed control, and having well knowledge
about forest fire.

The factors related to people participation in forest fire control surrounding Phu Ruea
National Park were being the membership of the social group, attending the training course
handled by foresters, received information about forest fire prevention, having subsidiary
occupation, households income, distance between cultivated land and forest area, having
knowledge of forest fire and often use fire as a tool for agricultural and pre-plants.
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Table 1. Distribution of household sample in each village
No. Village Total Household Household Sample
1. Ban Nong Bua 134 26
2 Ban Phu Ruea 242 47
3. Ban Nong Suea Klang 113 22
4. Ban Kaeng Hai 80 16
=1 Ban Nong Bong 220 43
6. Ban Santi Suk 82 16
7. Ban Pa Chan Tom 97 19
8. Ban Kok Pho Rimsan 90 17
9; Ban Kaeng Kliang 61 12
10. Ban Khok Hang Wang 32 6
11, Ban Hai Tak 68 13
12. Ban Lat Khang 91 18
13. Ban Huai Phak Nao 51 10
14. Ban Huai Tio 71 14
15 Ban Huai Duea 41 8
16. Ban Nong Bong 84 16
17. Ban Nam Mi 78 15
18. Ban Nam Kra Tom 24 5

Total 1,659 323
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