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MARKETING OF BAMBOO CATERPILLAR (Omphisa sp.)
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ABSTRACT

The study is aimed at investigating the quantity of bamboo caterpillar in natural forest, and its
marketing in upper part of the northern region. The study found that the average number of clumps
and calms of bamboo per rai were 28.67, and 511.67 respectively, and the average number of bamboo
caterpillars per calm was 116.46. In 1997 the total production of bamboo caterpillar was 1,748,151
kilograms whereas. with the fluctuated price of collectors which ranging from 70 to 200 baht per
kilogram. There are 3 selling products types of bamboo caterpillar, namely living, boiled and fried
ones, with their prices: 170-230, 120-400 and 400-1.200 baht/kilogram, respectively. The total
domestic consumption of bamboo caterpillar in this area was about 63.842 Kilograms.
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Table 1. The bamboo caterpillar investigation in 40x40 m. sample plot

Number Number Number Number of
Province Plot Species of clumps of calms of <1 year bamboo
old calms caterpillar
calms
Chiang Rai 1 Dendrocalamus 23 497 151 8
strictus
2 D. hamiltonii 22 429 127 ]
3 D sirictus 26 718 221 |
Chiang Mai 1 D strictus 26 325 79 11
2 D strictus 30 378 73 10
Lampang | D. strictus 45 723 69 5
Average 28.67 511.67 120 6.83
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Middlemen from other province (13.64)

Figure 1. Marketing channel of bamboo caterpillar in upper part of northern

Remark : Number of responses may be more than number of interviewees because one

informant can select two or more answers
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