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DENSITY SHRINKAGE AND FIBER SATURATION POINT OF TREES
IN SWAMP FOREST
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ABSTRACT

Study on physical properties of wood was carried out for 12 species from swamp forest. They are
Eugenia kunstleri, Elaeocarpus macrocerus, Macaranga griffithiana, Ganua motlevana, Litsea
grandis, Sandoricum  beccarianum, Calophyllum  teysmannii, Alstonia  spathulaia, Endiandra
macrophylla, Dillenia pulchella, Neesia malavana and Oncosperma rigillaria. The results showed the
following properties f woods: density for green, air-dry and ovendry condition, shrinkage properties for
tangential, radial and longitudinal direction as well as fiber - saturation point and textures.
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1. ¥ATHU (Eugenia kunstieri King.) '

[S%]

auroatl (Elaeocarpus macrocerus

(Turez) Merr.)

3. WEdA (Macaranga griffithiana) Myell Arg,

4. @Ry (Ganua motleyana) Pierre ex
Dubard.

5. ﬂxﬁﬂuﬁlmy: (Litsea grandis (Wall ex
Dnees) Hook.1)

6. ArNOUUN (Sandoricum beccarianum
Baill.)

7. davululval (Calophylium teysmannii
Migq.)

8. NEYU (Aistonia spathulata Bl.)

9. sndairon (Endiandra macrophylla (Bl.)
Boerl.)

10. &1uih (Ditlenia pulchella (Jack) Gilg.)

11. '%}Nulﬁ) (Neesia malayana Bakh.)

12. wanwe lou (Oncosperma rigillaria Ridl.)
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Table 1. Density and moisture content of woods in green , airdry and ovendry conditions
No. Species % moisture content Density gm/c:m3
Green Airdry Green Airdry Ovendry

1 E. kunstleri 60.0 11.0 1.13 0.93 0.90
2 E. macrocerus 98.8 10.0 0.78 0.47 0.43
3 M. griffithiana 99.2 113 0:59 0.36 0.33
4 G. motleyana 75.2 10.5 0.77 0.52 0.48
5 L. grandis 652 10.5 0.73 0.55 0.50
6 S. beccarianum 48.9 10.1 0.55 0.44 0.40
7 C. teysmannii 50.3 11.0 0.96 0.70 0.67
8 A. spathulata 57.3 10.0 0.31 0.24 0.22
9 E. macrophylla 79.3 11.0 0.81 0.55 0.52
10 D. pulchella 84.4 11.8 0.99 0.66 0.62
11 N. malayana 48.8 10.9 0.61 0.48 0.45
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Table 2. Shrinkage of woods from green to air dry conditions

No. Species % Shrinkage (green — air dry)
L, L R T+R
1 E. kunstleri 0.19 8.25 4.25 12.50
2 E. macrocerus 0.17 3.30 1.86 5.16
3 M. griffithiana 0.17 2.49 1.41 3.90
4 G. motleyana 0.21 3.74 1.74 5.48
5 L. grandis 0.35 4.80 2.36 .16
6 S. bececarianum 0.22 3.46 1.42 4.88
7 C. teysmannii . 0.15 4.17 295 7.12
8 A. spathulata 0.33 2.18 0.97 3.15
9 E. macrophylla 0.22 5.56 2.25 7.81
10 D. pulchella 0.16 6.71 2.03 8.74
11 N._malayana 0.32 2.88 1.90 4.78

L - longitudinal , T - tangential , R — radial

Table 3. Shrinkage of woods from green to ovendry conditions

No. Species % Shrinkage (green — oven dry)

I T R T+R

1 E. kunstleri 0.48 12.80 7.29 20.2

2 E. macrocerus 0.38 5.46 3.30 8.82

3 M. griffithiana 0.44 4.11 2.56 6.67

4 G. motleyana 0.51 6.35 3.30 9.65

5 L. grandis 0.44 7.44 3.99 11.43

6 S. beccarianum 0.45 5.55 2.58 8.13

7 C. teysmannii 0.45 7.56 542 12.98

8 A. spathulata 0.56 3.62 1.74 5.36

9 E. macrophyila 0.58 8.29 4.11 12.4

10 D. puichella 0.42 9.85 3.74 13.59

11 N. malayana 0.63 5.10 254 8.67
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Table 4. Texture of 11 species from swamp forest

No. Species Keyv (#) Texture
I E. kunstieri 23 fine
2 E. macrocerus 3-4 medium - fine
3 M. griffithiana 4 medium
4 G. motleyana 3 fine
b L. grandis 3 fine
6 S. beccarianum 2-3 fine
7 C. teysmannii T3 fine
8 A. spathulata 2-3 fine
9 E. macrophylla 2-3 fine
10 D. pulchella 4 medium
11 N. malayana 4 medium
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Table 5. Fiber - saturation point (FSP) of 11 species from swamp forest
No. Species MC. FSP. %
Air-dry % Curve Calculated
1 E. kunstieri 11.0 30.0 29.6
2 E. macrocerus 10.0 24.5 24.1
3 M. griffithiana 11.3 30.0 33.2
4 G. motleyana 10.5 25.0 243
5 L. grandis 10.5 26.5 27.5
6 S. beccarianum 10.1 26.5 253
7 C. teysmannii 11.0 235 24.5
8 A. spathulata 10.0 24.5 24.7
9 E. macrophylla 11.0 31.5 29.6
10 D. pulchella 11.8 33.0 33.9
11 N. malayana 10.9 25.0 24.4

Table 6. Density of Oncosperma tigillia (Nibong) for green, air dry and oven dry conditions

Disc MC. % Green Density gm/cm’
no. Green Green — air dry Green — oven dry
H S H H S H S
1 36 138 1.16 0.90 0.92 0.45 0.87 0.41
2 58 228 1.12 0.78 0.84 0.28 0.80 0.26

Disc 1 - at 1.30 m. height,
Disc 2 - at 4.00 m. height,

H - hard portion
S - soft portion

Table 7. Shrinkage ranges of Oncosperma tigillaria (Nibong) wood

Wood portion Green — air dry % Green — oven dry %
T L T R L
Hard 2.1-3.8 1.8 - 0.1-03 46-53 47-53 04-0.6
Soft 1.0-1.6 0.7 - 02-04 1.8-36 18-3.1 05-07
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