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ABSTRACT
From July 19, 1988 to Macch 31, 1982, the wnler served ws Senwr Fulbmighi Research Scholar,
South Eanst Asia Hegion, where he did research on tropical forest administration and training in

Thailand. Interviews with scores of park saff, forest maonks, local residents, tourists and forestry

scholars detailed a variety of concems, among those being park security and protection from illegal

encroachment. The author offers recammendations for natenal parks in the areas of adminisiration

and training, naturalist interpretive programs, nature tourlsm and Boddhist forest monasteries. (Nole

: Though the research included rips to Indonesia and Malaysia, this article will limit its scope to

discussion of parks in Thailand.)

INTRODUCTION

Aprovimately 15% of Thailand's aren is in
nataral forests. Almost all of these notural forestlands
are in protected arcas (about 12%) such as national
purks, wildlife sancruaries, and non-hurting areas. New
areis in all catepgories, particularly national parks, ase
Being proposed (Internationa] Symposium, 1988, Con-
sequently, this research was revised and approved to
focua on national park wdministration and Tainiog.

The majority of the research wis conducted in the
field with audy wisits te 15 national parks and one
wildlife sanctuary (hriel visits to Indonesin and Malay-
sia dnclusive) The field research included swidies of
arcas sureeunding natiemal patks, incleding villages and
Buddhist forest monasceries. Research m Ranpkok and
other locarions consisted of Interviews and dat colles-

tion from various gevernmental ard nongovemmenial

organizations such as the Mational Park Division, Royval
Forest Department, UNEP. FAQ Regional Office for
Arip and Pacific, USAID, Thailand Wikiliie Fund,
Fagculty of Forestry b Kasetsart Liniversity, Wildiife
Research Institte, Buddhist Forest Monastecies, Mahadol
Univeraity and Bangkok Bird Clab.

METHODS

Because of the cument and cootroversial
mivture of this research, it is very important met (0 revenl
numes of the people interviewed, and. in some cases,
locotions, The majority of the research dota was
|.|hlair||e~:|.|!|'m1|'.g'h IIETH;H'I:I] imtervigws with experts From
EIJ\'r_'I'I'II'IIETI.lH.I and T.v:m;_.;n'mrn-munla'. souroes, naliomal
pars, personoel, academnics, Buddhist Torest monks,

villagers, urists and interested pasbies, The approach
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1 the: research was gualitive, interdisciplinary, norma-
five, and holistic, The researcher has had considerable
experience wxing interviewing methods i the fizld and
ather locations urder an inferdisciplinasy orientation,
The research centered on gettiog ot the underlying
isses, values, 1ssue interrelationships, and inpovations
of the individual and collective compenents of the
subjecl. Much of this research wvelved qualitative
imterview methods with informal discussions and open-
ended questions which would encowrage exploratory
and jn-depth cormninizations for explosing the above
RN

The field work included spending sufficient fime
in the “backeountry” of Rationn] parks to comprehend
the current sitwations and atmosphere of the aneas as
well as to understand the interior problems, Preliminany
work involved review of pertinent liecatare oo the
subject, A large amount of data was collected fron
various individuals and organizations, including repecs

and stadies, in Thailand, [ndonesia, and Malaysin.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Mational Parks

Almost all of Thailasd's remaining natuzal for-
ests are in probected areas such as natiomal parks and
wildlife sanctuaries, Mew national parks are carvently
being proposed to add w the 5% national packs which
are mow gazewed. Appronimately 80 percent of Thai-
land wiss Farested S0 vears aps, with Jess than 20 percent
in forestland wday {Kebilsingh, 19870

There i now a logging ban in Thailard, largely
due to ilbegal logging operations whech reaulted io flash
flavods thar killed 350 people ard buried over 300 homes
under sand in Makhon Sithammarat Provines in Soath-
ern Thailand in Moventber, [988 (Rao, 1988} There is
considerable atention being given Lo esaplishing new

naticnal parks bevord the 59 oow establiched. Some

[=1)
(=]

seports ndicele that there may be os many as 100 natio-
nal parks evenmually. Worldwice awareness is growing
that teopieal deforestabion is an orgeat amd globak
problem, Tropical forests and their rch biological
diversity ane rapidly disappearing al sates of 70 to 104
actes gec minute, Gl Fuomre states, ™ the best peo-
jaetions indicated that unless povernments, individoally
and collectively, Lake action, much of te warld's tropi-
cal forests will be scattersd and highly degeaded
remaants by the fira quarter of the 2ist ceotury”
{Council on Environenental Chaality, 198 1.) Thus, present
ardd fulure proteceed areas such 88 national parks and
wildlife refupes may well be the only feasible and
perrnanent winy of saving some of the remaining tropical
forest aneas and their rich biclogical diversity.

However, mast peotectsd anens in wopieal forest
coatries like Thaland are currently under severe dep-
redabions die to poaching, keeging and varous other
enernachrents. Thess depredations are oflen 2ssociated
with nearhy villages where some individunls may
engage in these Dlegal sctivitics, The end results are
irreversible and destruetive for protected ropical forest
areas and their hiological diversaty.

Some of the nagative resuls include; a) remaoval
and distuption of sndangered keyvstone wildlife and
plamt specics; B illegal logging of trees and ageicultural
encroachments with conssquent disruption of the 2nvi-
romzsent for the natural ecolegizal processes, siological
research, and nature tourism: ¢ degeadation and de-
siructon of the ecolocial and Diological wmtegrity of the
relativiely undisturbed protected areas, including their
watcssheds and scenic gualiy (IUCN, 1986; Trisurat,
198%.)

As a result of these depredations, many naboral
parks and wildlife refuges become merely " papec”
parks and wildlife refuges with severs inroads iribc theeir

hictgical diversity anid ecosystem integrity. This prob-
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lem can be considesed ar almost ubiguitous one for
muast ropical forest countries Like Thacland. Adminis-
trations associated with protecred arens are often forced
o allocate the maonty uf their perseanel, funds and
tizse g0 Jaw enforcement efforts o control these depoe-
dations. These efforms, in tum, reduce or remove
privrities and allocations from other vital areas of
prrolsclked areas sbministration such ws planning, wikl
Life manapement, naturalist inferpretive programs, ¥isi-
tar services, and reseasch, Domestic and international
visitution to national parks is rapidly increusine with its
T :-I:IFIH.L"L‘{ and 1nsees.,
Issues, Values and Innovations

The fallowing arcas are now cansidered for mee-
ting the abowe challenges: 11 Adminismation and
trauning: 21 Maluralist Interpretive Progrens; 3 Mature
Towrisrn, and 4) Buddhist Forest Monaseerzes. Specific
recommendations by the researcher for noticnal packs
are imcluded 0 the Comclusioms.

Administration and training

Almast all park superintendents and park per-
siommel adentitied ilegol Jogring, poaching Gllepsl
hurtingl aret apricclured encroachments  (ussaally
commieecial crops sueh as cassava and jute or hemp) as
the number one problems facing their sdministrations.
Pitching, or buming the hollow in e wee for its picch or
sip, wis also wery prevalenr. These problems wers
particularly accented with national parks that had
extensive and sometimes, poorly marked boundaries
with surmeunding villoges. Froblems of this oaors
testroy and degrade the ecolopical integrify. biological
diversity, and scenic qualities of the park. Due to the
extent ol the above prablems, superintendents and park
persitnel wxlicieted that much of the funds, pr.rsunne::,
and time of the park was devated o law enforcement
and protection efforts. 5ome parks and refuges in

Thasilanel ey havee s many as 50 to 100 personnel who

are hired primarily as park puards.

Yer such enforcement appears ke be marginally
effective, Secumty sialt seldorm penelrabe the pa.lk
imteriors where almost all of the violations occur, There
were considerable signs of illemal activities i one
simply went cross countre and away From established
trails, Thess signs inchuied Felled wrees, poaching buts
arat stancds, signs of killed wildhfe (such as a pile of
horabill skulls). cleared Jond with cissaen growing,
bumed trees, #to, These illegal opershions wene often
found & short distance from park houndary rals which
wene pratrolald

It should be noted that many of these areas were
of wvarying temain and thick forest. where poor ot
nires islenl rail systems mase detection very difficult
and encourage poachers to use the back country,

Many of the professional park stadt ore graduntes
of a twa year government forestry school at prae whene
the emphasis 1% on forest manapement and logping.
Mast of the very Licnited four year pradeates i forestry
whinire park superintendenits o park sangers are mained
e foreat management with lictle educational or froining
background in national parks or forest recreaton, Thers
is also o definity shortage of senior professonal sLall in
the teld,

Naturalist Interpretive Programs

Mo nationol patk appears te have o full-time
naccralist assigred b i I tew natiomal parks, some
personnel may be assipned nafuralist interpretive duties
along with their repulor respomsibilities, but this ar
rangement allows very litls time for naturalist wirk,
Full-tirme raturalists ane nesded in all of the major packs
s0 that they can plan anod develop progrims, 0 serve as
the desigrated reszarch afficer and contact for outside
researchess and for inbermnal sescasch peoprams in the
park. With increased rropical forest research projects,

there is definite need for special raming on the naturl
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histary of plants and wildiife, for punlic as well as
scientifie contact. [nterpretive planning in the wisitor
centers should center along the norienal park story,
ecological and trupical forest informatim, |'.11i|;||,.|¢ fea-
rargs of the arca, and other theme lines.

Althouph increasing, theee does not appear o b
i pread deql of visitation by Thai peogple to the interiors
ar hackeountry of naticnal parks, Much of the visitation
centeds arownd crowded plomic areas ar short walks we
waterfalls. Thus there appears to be a challenge to
raruralist interpretive progromes [0 GnoOUrage more
wwaremess of notional park amd possiblilies for longer

walks and backcountry use io the park interior.

Mature Tourism

Nature towriso prssents an excellent inatifution
or mechanism for protecting nationa] pocks as well as
providing socioeconomic benefits to local pecple.
There 1 g,m:cml'.}'mpmled 1y be g decrease in |'||,w,'hi11_|.:,.
opming ang ather illemal activities with the increase in
taurismm, A cerbain amount of this could be atoributed w
increased viaitation wo an ares which discowrages il gal
coerations. Also, with socioeconomic benefits, local
people are concerned about the protection of the plants
anel waliLhfe resources which attract the nature kurism
This, in turr, tends o dissourage those villagers who
mighl engige in illegal operaticns which would detmact
froen the park guithity. Thizs, mature tourism would
certainly present itself as a very viable banefit with &
preat deal of porential for villages on the borders of
national parkes and, in some ceses, wikihle reluges.
Mamre wourism cowld suppost local employowent of
villagers a5 puides. porters, conatruction workeds, and
merchants as well as through feod., lodeing and handi-
craft factlities in villages (Sasorn, 19Ed; Durst, 149568, )
Tuddhist Forest Monasteries

In the case of Thaland, Buddhism pc\q;-\-'.deew, the

foursdation of the philosophy and religion of the Thai
culture (Sponsel and Matadecha, 1988.) [t commands a
et denl of Tespece, integrity and mondity from all
spments of sochety in Thailand. Muoch Buddhist Intera-
tare, including the Buddhist Perception of Natare
Project thraugh wildlife Furd Thailand, prodrvys stnmg
comservilion values, including prodection of the nsur
envirimanent s i life forms or " all beings {Buddhia
Perception Notre. 1987} Interviews with Buddbise
Forest Monks in Thit land reseiled siromg comeerns and
efforts For conservation vidues and nidure profection.
‘Thus the Buddhiar velighon and ghilosophy provide a
strong basis for reverence For all forms of 1 and for
natral habitat o ensure ther peodection. Buddhist
forest monasteries and monks appear © be more
criented toward this approach in comirast o Buddhist
TUMAMETIES 10 UKD ATeis,

Many of the Y00 Buddbist Forest Monuseries in
Thailard are either located pear narional parks or gjoin
the Last remnining torest lands ina miven aren. These can
seTve @s an inbegrative miodel, leadesship mechanism
ard instifutional framework for influencing e values
ard behavier of villapers in all aspests of their lives,

inl_']u;i'ing consaerviakion arsk forest |'I1'I:I|.d;.'[i.l.’§cll.

CONCLUSIONS

As o safe” and papular Asian tropical fosest
country with numesous scenic and spectacular oacional
parks, Thailand 15 increasingly becoming the Asian
regional center for national parks and fourism. How-
ever, without oowch more effective nationo] park admin-
istration and rraining on a current bosis, this potential
coald be lost along with its natural ond nationil herilages
of opical forests. Withoul adecuate protection. the
packs will simply beconse paks on paper, whers
logging, poaching, apriculural encroschments ond tres

pitching continue along with other Megal activities.
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Innowative and effective park administration and train-
ing, nataralist interpretive progroms, natune o s arsd
Buddkist forest monasteries provide excsllent wiys for
ensuTing natiomal park protection for present and futioe
generations as well as socioeconomic benetils for local
porpulations.

Other recommendations include

Cross-country and  paoaches orail” parrals b
sbem illepl activitees, The squads could be made of purk
anel police personnel who had special training For these
assignments. The use of outside and special pessoniel,
along with court trals oelssde the national park ares,
wouled greatly reduce the locel reprisals which endanger
0 many park staff. Plane and helicoper patrols woeld
also be advisable,

Definite park boundary markings would be
helpful. Buffer zones, or orens of lands adjacent to
naticon] parks, van provide added peotection while stil
permilting resiricted wsr of nabocal Tesources and
selective agriculture by villagers (IUCRUKER, 1986.)

Wamning signs could be posted in areas whene
illegl activities have occusred. Such sipns might
chseourage illegal operations by sipnaling that the areas
are noved and under sureeillance,

The great majority of park personnel have no
academic training; mamy are wsed @ oa combinatico of
labarer ond park puard patrel jobs, There staff could
greatly benefit Friom in-service training which involved
imternalization of natoaal park valoes and concepts, as
well as public participation and commuwnity relations
between Jocals and park administration.

Park managerent need mare emmphatis on plan-
ning. ¥wch of park planning has been neglected dus w
demands for law enfercement. Almost ol nationa ] parks
studied lack comprehensive master plans which should
inelude zoning, develosmment of trail systems. backeouniny

carmping, namralist inteepretive programs, wildlife

managemens, o visitor Gacilities,

Ope possihility would be te onin plarming
zrants for having graduate sudents assigned to variows
mational parks, They could then write thedir theses on
mster pluns lor wven national parks. The park super
irtendent sl than serve as adjunet professor with
visits from a major professas from o universily.

A peneral complaint fram many foreign touciss
was the peed tor adeguate ails beyond short walks o
waterfalls in the parks sudied. Long trails with huts
hiel o da:.-"; journey apart weuld provide mose
inoentives for all park visilors o see the park interior.
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