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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to identify the predator species in the dry diptero-
carp forest, Sakaerat Environmental Research Station, and to determine their impact on prey
species. The total animal species found in the sampling area, 4 square kilometers, was 116
which composed of 16 predator species and 100 prey species. Both predator and prey species
mainty consisted of birds with the number of 13 and 91 species, respectively. There were only
2 mammalian predators, the mask palm civet and the Javan mongoose, and 1 reptilian predator,
the king cobra. It was found that the environmental condition in the dry dipterocarp forest had
direct effects upon preys. Preys were abundant, both number of individuals and species, in the
rainy season when food were plentiful and again in the winter season when migratory birds
moved in. When preys were abundant, the predators increased also, however, the predators had
no influenee in controlling the preys in this area.
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Table 1. Diversity, abundance and status of reptiles found in the dry dipterocarp forest ((pr. = prey, Pd. = predator).
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Order /Family /Species

Order Squamata

Family Agamidae

6.66 Pr.

1

1. Black-banded garden lizard

(Calofes emma)

Family Scincidae

6.86 Pr.

1

2, Nine-k_eeled‘grass skink
( Mabuya novemcavinata)

Farmily Elapidae

6.66 Pd.

1

3. King cobra

(Ophiophagus hannah)
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7. Common wild pig
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8. Common barking deer
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Fig. 1 A simplified food web in the dry dipterocarp forest. The arrows indicate

the food utilized by the animals.
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