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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to determine socio—economic characteristics, the satisfaction level on
activities promoting participation of network members for solving forest fire and haze problems, the readiness level
on forest fire control, factors affecting satisfaction and the readiness of network members to solve forest fire and
haze problems in Kanchanaburi province, Thailand. Data were gathered using a designed questionnaire for
interviews with 270 members using a stratified random sampling method. Analysis was based on frequency,
percentage, minimum, maximum, mean, t-test and F-test statistics.

Based on the results of this study, 55.6% of the respondents were female, with the average age of all
respondents being 46.8 years. Mostly respondents had graduated at the primary school level (50.4%) and the main
occupation was agriculture (41.19%), with an average annual income of 95,395.78 baht. Most respondents had never
been trained in forest fire control (74.4%), though 53.7% had received support for forest fire extinguishing tools
but most never received an annual budget (84.8%). There was a high level of knowledge about forest fires and
forest fire control (64.8%). Furthermore, satisfaction and readiness were both at the high level with average scores
of 3.71 and 3.59, respectively. Factors affecting satisfaction were: age, educational level, minor occupation, had
received support for forest fire extinguishing tools, had received an annual budget and had knowledge about forest
fires and forest fire control. Factors affecting readiness were: age, minor occupation, had received support for forest

fire extinguishing tools, had received an annual budget and had knowledge about forest fires and forest fire control.
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Table 1 Satisfaction level of network members with activities promoting participation for solving forest fire and

haze problems, Kanchanaburi province, Thailand

Activity Mean SD Level of satisfaction
1. Activities promoting participation 3.85 0.72 High
2. Training via seminar project on network 3.70 0.76 High
for solving forest fire and haze problems
3. Supporting budget for the network 3.61 0.85 High
4. Support for forest fire extinguishing tools 3.67 0.83 High
for the network
Total 3.71 0.73 High
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Table 2 Readiness of network members for solving forest fire and haze problems in forest fire control, Kanchanaburi

province, Thailand

Readiness of members for forest fire control Mean SD Level of readiness
1. Forest fire prevention 3.61 0.86 High
2. Forest fire suppression 3.56 0.89 High
Total 3.59 0.86 High

Table 3 Factors affecting satisfaction in activities promoting participation of network members for solving forest

fire and haze problems in Kanchanaburi province, Thailand

Factor t-test F-test p-Value
1. Gender -1.638"™ 0.103
2. Age 3.766 0.011
3. Education level 4.621" 0.004
4. Main occupation 1.008™ 0.404
5. Minor occupation -3.670 0.000
6. Annual income 1.585™ 0.193
7. Receiving fire effects -2.478 0.014
8. Receiving training -1.819™ 0.070
9. Receiving support for forest fire extinguishing tools -3.349' 0.001
10. Receiving budget -3.989" 0.000
11. Knowledge about forest fires and forest fire control -3.996 0.000

Remark: ™ Mean difference not significant at 0.05 level

* Mean difference significant at 0.05 level
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Table 4 Factors affecting readiness in forest fire control of network members for solving forest fire and haze

problems in Kanchanaburi province, Thailand

Factors t-test F-test p-Value
1. Gender -1.364™ 0.174
2. Age 3.978 0.009
3. Education level 1.521™ 0.209
4. Main occupation 2.155™ 0.074
5. Minor occupation -3.979° 0.000
6. Annual income 1.073™ 0.361
7. Receiving support for forest fire extinguishing tools -1.719™ 0.087
8. Receiving training -1.853"™ 0.065
9. Receiving support for forest fire extinguishing tools -3.292" 0.001
10. Receiving budget -4.060 0.000
11. Knowledge about forest fires and forest fire control -3.819 0.000

Remark: ™ Mean difference not significant at 0.05 level

* Mean difference significant at 0.05 level
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