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ABSTRACT

This study aims to (1) investigate the economic, social, and demographic characteristics of residents living
around the Khao Rao Thian Thong Community Forest; (2) examine their dependence on forest resources and
the value of non-timber forest products; and (3) assess the value added from forest products derived from the
community forest. Data were collected from 292 individuals between January and February 2024. Statistical analyses
used included frequency, percentage, as well as the determination of mean, maximum, and minimum values.

The study found a majority of the population was female (54.7 percent), with an average age of 55.75
years. Most of the individuals had a primary school education (67.12 percent). Their main occupation was agriculture
(67.81 percent), while minor occupations included general labor (37.33 percent). The average number of members
in a household was four, with an average landholding of 16.53 rai. Average household income was 198,923.33 Baht
per year, and average household expenditure was 109,066.67 Baht per year. People depended on forest resources
in the Community Forest for firewood, mushrooms, bamboo shoots, bamboo, vegetables/tuber plants, honey,
herbs, and bullfrogs. The total net value from non-timber forest product utilization was 261,352.12 Baht per year,
with an average net income of 895.04 Baht per household.

Non-timber forest products were also processed to increase their value and included Adenia viridiflora
Craib, termite mushrooms, and bamboo shoots. The total raw material value was 33,550.00 Baht per year, and the
total expenditure was 40,255.03 Baht per year. After processing, the value of the products increased to 64,800.00
Baht per year, resulting in a value-added benefit of 24,544.97 Baht per year.

The information provided in this research would be helpful in supporting a sustainable management
of the Khao Rao Thian Thong Community Forest.
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Table 1 Net value of non-timber forest products (NTFPs) utilization by the people living around the community forest.
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Tlil/'[lz')lfP:f Value of gathered NTFPs yearly (baht) Cost of NTFPs  Net value of NTFPs  Average net value  Total net income*
gathering (baht) (baht) (baht/household) (baht)
cash non-cash total
Firewood 0.00 27,900.00 27,900.00 9,370.15 18,529.85 63.46 68,852.35
Mushroom 75,500.00 142,000.00 217,500.00 45,675.43 171,824.57 588.44 638,457.73
Bamboo shoot 20,700.00 10,260.00 30,960.00 12,384.77 18,575.23 63.61 69,020.97
Bamboo 4,500.00 495.00 4,995.00 1,998.00 2,997.00 10.26 11,136.11
\;leag::sableS/tUber 6,200.00 10,730.00 16,930.00 3,018.70 13,911.30 47.64 51,690.96
Honey 2,400.00 13,700.00 16,100.00 5,481.30 10,618.70 36.37 39,456.47
Herbal plant 0.00 21,950.00 21,950.00 2,414.53 19,535.47 66.90 72,588.99
Others (bullfrog) 4,000.00 4,000.00 8,000.00 2,640.00 5,360.00 18.36 19,916.44
Total 113,300.00 231,035.00 344,335.00 82,982.88 261,352.12 895.04 971,120.03

Remark* Total net value derived by 1,085 household.
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