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Abstract

This study was focused on the effect of participatory guarantee system (PGS) on organic
farming certification concerned in organic farming process, farmer income, gender empowerment of
female farmer, human rights, farmer health, quality food reach of farmer and their community,
consumer acceptation to PGS products, and farmer response to PGS. Target groups of this study
were the farmers who had PGS certified including the member group 1, PGS Chuang Mai Organic
Cooperatives limited group, Chiang Mai, and group 2, Tubthai Organic Cooperatives, Surin. Results
revealed that PGS help reduce farming production cost, chemical pesticides and chemical fertilizers,
of the member group 1 and 2 with 62.81 and 51.22 %, respectively. Premium price’s PGS-certified
organic products of the member of group 1 and 2 increased with 20-276.3, and 9-1,000 %, respectively.
Farmer income group 1 and 2 were increased by PGS with 20 and 50 %, respectively. Moreover, PGS
help existing organic farmers become more confident to continue on the chemical-free and
environmentally friendly farming practical as same as they have been doing. Though learning by doing,
number of farmers who had blood chemical residue reduced 78.57-100 %. They become more
convince that PGS is a credible and effective certification tool for better quality of life and also enhances
human right and gender empowerment of female farmers. Quality food reach of farmers and their
community was increased by PGS with 100 %. Consumer acceptation to PGS products and farmer
response to PGS was 100 % increased. The process of PGS such as regular meeting on agreed
principles, group consultation and peer review inspection lead to capacity building of grass-root
organization, empowerment, sense of democracy, self-reliance and resilience from external

circumstance, which ultimately leads to positive impacts on other issues other than agriculture aspect.

Keywords: Tubthai Organic Cooperatives; Chuang Mai Organic Cooperatives limited group; PGS;

quality food reach; small farmer
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