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Abstract

Participatory guarantee system (PGS) is organic agriculture producer certifications procedure
followed by principles and standard of organic agriculture based on stakeholders participation,
shared vision, transparency, trust, learning process, and horizontality. PGS was developed since
2005 and tested in 8 countries including New Zealand, Australia, East Africa, Namibia, India, Brazil,
Uruguay, and France under different local contexts. In the present, more than 72 countries of
producers certificated by PGS included Thailand. PGS promote the growth of the organic sector
under different life style in each rural area, as well as third-party certification is necessity. In
Thailand, National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS) created Organic
Thailand, the national organic standard for certified producers via third-party certification, where PGS
was recognized by non-governmental organizations. Thai Organic Agriculture Foundation was the
one of central organization set up PGS with 5 groups of farmer leadership including Tubthai, Surin;
Sook Jai, Nakhon Pathom; Organic Coorperatives, Chiang Mai; MaeMok, Lampang; and Srithep,
Phetchabun. Total 280 PGS farmers and area 2,610 rai of organic farm produced rice, vegetable,
fruit, herb, herb products, and livestock followed the Organic Thailand standard. All products certified

by PGS system distributed in local farmer market in each province, Sampran Riverside Hotel, mobile
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market event, hospitals, and farmer market in Bangkok. The PGS development stage needs organic

sector collaboration and the regulatory framework in the country. Therefore, PGS certification system

and policy development should be integrating into national agricultural development plans.

Keywords: PGS; organic farming; life style; wisdom; healthy food; safe environment
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