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Abstract

A study on effect of arbuscular mycorrhizal (AM) fungi on growth of economic rubber varieties
was undertaken in 4 x2 Factorial in CRD with 3 replications, consisting 2 factors; (1) rubber varieties
(BPM 24, RRIM 600, RRIT 251 and RRIT 408) and (2) arbuscular mycorrhizal (AM) fungi (without and
with AM fungi). Rubber seedling without and with AM fungi were planted in pot for 12 months. The
results had shown that each rubber variety had difference in growth rate, RRIT 408 and RRIT 251
grew better than BPM 24 and RRIM 600. Difference in AM colonization of each rubber varieties was
also found. The AM colonization in roots of BPM 24, RRIT 408 and RRIT 251 were higher than RRIM
600. However, application of AM fungi had resulted in increasing height at 4 months old and shoots
dry weight of all rubber varieties. Interaction between rubber variety and AM fungi did not effect on the
growth of rubber. Therefore, these results indicated that AM fungi can promote the growth of all rubber

varieties.
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