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The haemadipsids are terrestrial blood-

feeding leeches with an unusual biogeographic 
distribution; being found only in the Indian 
subcontinent, Southeast Asia, Wallacea, 
Australia, Melanesia, Madagascar, and the 
Seychelles but neither in Africa nor in South 
America1,2. The nature of the global distribution 
of the haemadipsids has been cause for 
speculation regarding their evolutionary history 
since Whitman postulated a Tertiary origin in 
Northern India where freshwater lakes were 
thought to have been drained by the Himalayan 
uplift3. These animals are well known to the 
travelers all over Thailand. Leeches scare 
people and some private companies have been 
making various repellents. However there are 
few recommended products for the forest 
visitors so far. There are only two papers 
reporting on two species of Thai land leeches, 
one by Moore (1935)4 and one by Keegan et 
al., (1968)5. They are Haemadipsa sylvestris 
Blanchard, 1894 and H. zeylanica (Moquin-
Tandon, 1826). 

We have surveyed for land leeches in 
Thailand from July 1998 to December 2000. 
We found 5 species from 2 genera. They are 
Haemadipsa picta Moore, 1929, H. sylvestris 
Blanchard, 1894, H. zeylanica (Moquin-
Tandon, 1826), Tritetrabdella scandens Moore, 
1938, and T. taiwana (Oka, 1910). Two distinct 

morphs among H. sylvestris and H. zeylanica 
were identified. There is a high possibility to 
find some new taxa from further surveys6. Type 
materials are now being studied by the senior 
author at the Natural History Museum, London. 

We have also investigated the relationship 
between observed abundances of H. zeylanica 
and physical factors at Khao Yai National Park. 
We found that rainfall, temperature and relative 
humidity are positively correlated with 
observed abundances whereas ground cover 
percentage was negatively correlated. Seasonal 
change strongly effected the number and 
dispersion of land leeches. In the dry season, 
few are found and their distribution was 
clumped, while in the rainy season, many of 
them are found and they are widely distributed. 
Cocoon deposition occurred during the early 
rainy season from May to June. 
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