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Prevalence of Pediculosis Capitis in Handicapped Girls

at Handicapped School in Khon Kaen Province
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Abstract
The present study aimed to determine the prevalence and factors associated with head lice infestation
among handicapped school girls in the school for handicapped children in Khon Kaen province. 38 out of 58

(66 %) handicapped school girls participated in this study. Each participant was examined for head lice, as well
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as for eggs/nits, by parting the hair every 2-3 cm. throughout the head for 4-5 minutes with the naked eye. The
result found that 20 out of 38 (52.6 %) handicapped school girls had evidence of infestation with head lice.
Individual factors and hygienic practices including school grade level, handicap level, frequency of shampooing
and frequency of exposing pillows and blankets to sunlight were not associated with head lice infestation. The
majority of handicapped school girls (76.3 %) had an experience of scalp itching during the previous month
period. And about 79.22 % of all children did not hate their friends who had head lice infestation. As head lice
infestation is common in school children, control strategies to solve this health problem in school need to be

implemented by teachers, parents and medical staff.

Keywords: prevalence, pediculosis, handicapped school girls
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