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Domoic Acid in Stranded Marine Mammals in Thai Waters
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the contamination of biotoxin domoic acid (DA) in
stranded marine mammals in Thai waters between June 2019 and December 2021. DA was found in
34.8% (16/46) of marine mammals with concentrations ranging from non-detectable level to 37.29
ug/g. Notably, dugongs exhibited the highest DA contamination rate (53.8%), followed by whales (40%)
and dolphins (25%). During the dry season, the percentage of DA contamination in marine mammals
was higher than rainy season. Specifically, dugongs displayed the highest average DA concentration
in muscle (7.79+16.50 pg/g), while dolphins exhibited that in the stomach contents (0.44+0.87 Lig/q).
Among whales, the highest average DA concentration was discovered in the brain (0.94+1.33 ug/g).
Moreover, in this study, the DA contamination had been reported for the first time in three species
of marine mammals, namely Stenella longirostris, Pseudorca crassidens, and Balaenoptera omurai.
The results obtained from this study are useful for monitoring DA contamination on marine mammals

which are marine endangered species at high risk of extinction.
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Table 1  Percent positive for domoic acid (DA) in stranded marine mammals.
Number positive % Positive Concentration of
Marine mammal group Number (n)
for DA for DA DA (pg/s)

Sirenians Dugong 13 53.8 nd - 37.29
Cetaceans Dolphin 28 25.0 nd - 3.44
Whale 5 40.0 nd - 1.88

Total 46 34.8 nd - 37.29

Note: nd = not detected
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Figure 5 Average concentrations of DA in tissue samples of 13 stranded Dugongs.

Table 2 Contamination of DA in 13 stranded Dugongs.

Stranded Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Dates Dates . Sex
Provinces Liver Kidney | Stomach | Feces Brain Muscle
NegU Jun 2020 Krabi M 1.43 1.67 nd 3.50 nd nd
Dugong Jun 2020 Krabi F nd nd nd nd - nd
dugon Jul2020 | Krabi M - - - 1.12 - -
Sep 2020 Trang F nd nd nd 0.94 - -
Oct 2020 Krabi F nd nd nd nd - -
Nov 2020 Trang F - - 1.40 nd - nd
Nov 2020 Trang F - - 2.23 6.54 - 37.29
Dec 2020 Trang F 24.02 2.85 4.88 nd - 1.68
Dec 2020 Trang M - - nd 2.07 - -
Mar 2021 Trang M - - nd nd - -
Apr 2021 Krabi M nd nd nd nd - -
Nov 2021 Trang M nd nd nd nd - -
Dec 2021 Trang M nd nd nd nd - -
Average 3.18 0.56 0.71 1.09 nd 7.79
SD 8.44 1.09 1.50 1.96 - 16.50
Number (n) 8 8 12 13 1 5
Number positive for DA 2 2 3 5 0 2
% positive for DA 25.00 25.00 25.00 38.50 0 40.00
Total 47 samples (nd - 37.29 ug/g)

Note: nd = not detected
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3.2.2 msvuilou DA lusuiidasaae1alasn
T 28 72 (85 Fuiilasaae19)

sausamegnlanneiy 28 @ 163y
Washegnalan Sruausdu 85 sheghs laun diu 27
#0819 wunsuuiou DA $wwau 1 feg (Ze
a 3.7) I 26 fhedhs ldwunisuwilou DA 91mns
Tunseng 17 fheghs wumsdudlou DA $1uau
5 fhed1e (Fevay 29.4) amstuaild 3 deoens
wumsdudau DA $nuau 1 feghe Gevas 33.3)
99973 3 fhega lumumstuitlou DA aues 4 st
Tiwunisduiddeu DA Yen 2 dheghs Tinunsuu
Wou DA ndwiile 2 fegns ldwunisuwidou DA
wazaiila 1 droge ldwunsdudeu DA Tagamns
Tunsemizaaslawn feuadsmsuitou DA gean
Wiy 0.44+0.87 pg/g (nd-2.99 pg/g) 998331
gun emsTudld fanedewinfu 0.29+0.51 pe/e
(nd-0.88 pig/e) wazdy fiAadewintu 0.13£0.66
pg/g (nd-3.44 pg/e) dmsutuileshegravedan
fmmlanumsuuidiou DA 18ud 1n gaansy aues
Uon ndranile waitile sauandly Figure 6 uay
Table 3 laudlu Top consumer M%@Q’U%Im%u
a4 (Hight-order carnivores) igANTsUNSAULUY
a1 AuemnsAsutavanvateuazluUTuan
gmsfianunsanulglunszmizvestau laud Yan

'
a

e niln Wudu wenanll Teundsiudadl®in sis

v
1 °

fiagnansii (pelagic)

Y

f9re¥inAeudee day laudgnitansanli

wariuyiadu (demersal)

\Ju indicator species @mSunsAnnINATIVEOU
AsaraNYeINIadns (Bioindicator) Tudningia
Aesgnaneun Taundudnififinsenewdeiuly
fudifinsreunn Tnseraunislondrenuunds
913 NN Uazgheuviaawaiug [38] n1sAinw
afedl wumsvuwdeu DA Tulaunsauiedy 3 wde
Tne 2 wfausn wuwInNefuUsnaYeimeLa
dunsiu loun launnsglan (Stenella longirostris)
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wazlawansuau (Stenella coeruleoalba) '%éﬂ
Huslaidunasedeluwnidnieils (offshore)
d1usn 1 viadu wusInineRuUs Yl
amlne loun lauuinsuaseu (Neophocaena
phocaenoides) Salusinfifuvasendeudnnlng
ils (nearshore) InsaanadasiunsAne [19]
wumstuiieu DA lulaunaneuaunaslasniuins
wiBouwuientu Tnensuuilou DA lueeay
vadlauntuinatuainnsuslaaunusudy
yowhslgassailananliuditnei definnsan
feomnsvadlasvdafinuiinisvuiou DA tu
wut Taunsglan Audanansth fs wagwiin dau
Taunaneuay Audaninii-nanain Yaminau uay
wiln vazilauniuinsudadey Aularswindn
FaugR-Nurosin e wazndln [39, 40] lngnu
Tiegsadamniifidmsuidiou DA gean fo
IslunIEINNg Se9a9 lawA emnsiuald wag
i dnsuludsemalneiisieaununsduiiou DA
Tlasnadausn $1uau 5 vl tdun Taumgalnun
(Sousa chinensis) Wummiﬂmﬁaugdqﬂﬁmmi
lunszinng (42.85 pg/e) Tawunwain (Tursiops
aduncus) wuAnsluilougegaitonmslugild
(68.61 pg/g) lawnanaunu (Stenella coeruleoalba)
Wummiﬂmﬁauqaqmﬁlm (8.09 pg/e) Tawndsin
(Orcaella brevirostris) Wvﬁﬂmiﬂulﬁaugyejﬂﬁim
(16.83 pg/g) warlaniiuinsndaseu (Neopho-
caena phocaenoides) wurnisuutlougegnd
MM IUNTEINE (4.65 pg/g) Fadlefarsandinis
vuitlou DA vesdn mziaidssgnieusndulaunly
Usenelne ﬁaa’m%aﬂamsﬁﬂmﬁawﬁwLLasmﬂ
msanwiluadedl wudrdnistuddeu DA finss
wululaundaudususldainauelusausziam
vastuiloshatng Tnediaregluyie nd-68.61 pg/g
[19] vietd orieailostunanetiade Idun eng we
f9n1a unasiiegende Wusdu
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Figure 6 Average concentrations of DA in tissue samples of 28 stranded dolphins.

Table 3 Contamination of DA in 28 stranded dolphins

Stranded Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Species Date . Sex
Provinces Liver | Kidney | Stomach | Intestine | Feces | Brain | Lung |Muscle | Heart
Taunselan Aug 2020 | Phang Nga F nd nd 0.87 nd - - - - -
Stenella
longirostris Jun 2021 Phuket F nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd 0.87 - - - - - -
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Jun 2021 | Phang Nga M nd nd nd - - - - - R
Tasntnwan | Jan 2020 Krabi F nd nd - - - nd nd nd -
Tursiops adun-
aus May 2020 Rayong F nd nd - - - nd - - -
Jan 2021 Satun M nd nd nd - nd - - - -
Tauiluning Jun 2021 | Prachuap F nd - - - - . B B B
Steno Khiri Khan
bredanensis
Taundely May 2021 Trang F nd nd - - = - - , ,
Grampus griseus
Taunaneqn Mar 2021 |  Phuket F nd nd nd - - - . : .
Stenella atten-
uate Stenella Phuket M nd nd nd - - - - - _
attenuate
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Table 3 Contamination of DA in 28 stranded dolphins (Conts).

Stranded Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Species Date 5 Sex
Provinces Liver |Kidney | Stomach | Intestine | Feces | Brain | Lung |Muscle | Heart
Tawnaeuwau | Mar 2020 | Phang Nega F nd nd - 0.88
Stenella
coeruleoalba Stenella Phuket F nd nd -
coeruleo-
alba
Sep 2020 Phuket M nd nd 2.17 nd
Apr 2021 Phuket M nd nd 2.99 - - -
May 2021 Satun F nd nd - - -
Tauwasluun | Sep 2021 Krabi M nd nd - - - -
Sousa
e Dec 2021 Trang [F nd nd nd - - -
Tauuims | Jun 2019 Trad F nd - nd
EGAIE
Neophocaena Jul 2020 Trad M 3.44 nd nd
phocaenoides Feb 2021 | Chanthaburi| F nd nd 0.55
Tand9d May 2020 Trang M nd nd nd nd nd - nd
Orcaella
brevirostris
Averages 0.13 nd 0.44 0.29 nd nd nd nd nd
SD 0.66 - 0.87 0.51 - - - - -
Numbers (n) 27 26 17 3 3 a 2 2 1
Number positive for DA 1 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 0
% Positive for DA 3.70 0 29.40 33.30 0 0 0 0 0
Total 85 samples (nd - 3.44 ug/g)

Note: nd = not detected

3.2.3 msuuilou DA luduiilasaagnerne
T 5 72 (19 Fuilasaae19)

S1UTNFegenWneRY 5§ lETu
o919 Swauaay 19 faegre dud
U 5 et ldwunisuuidou DA Ta 5 fedn
Taiwunisuuiddeu DA ewmnslunssng 2 dreega
Tainunisuuddeu DA ownsludld 1 fedas wu
nsUwdfou DA (evaz 100) 9133w 1 daeens Tl
wunsUuidieu DA aues 2 drethe wumsiuidleu

39

DA 1 #9e19 (Fowaz 50) Uaa 1 faeg1e ldwuns
Yuidou DA uazndunile 2 fedns liwunisuu
Wou DA Tnsauewanu Sanaasnisuuiieu DA
gegn Wi 0.94 + 1.33 pg/g (nd-1.86 pg/g) 504
asun 1A onsludld Sansuuiddeou DA whiy
0.42 pg/g dmiuiwilomognwoniiinsald
wumsduiou DA 18ud &y Tn ewnslunseinne
9913w Uan wagndnunile fawandlu Figure 7 uaz
Table 4
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Figure 7 Average concentration of DA in tissue samples of 5 stranded whales.

nsnwndei] wunsuwdeu DA Turw
2 wila leun 1uleyse (Balaenoptera omurai)
fnefiuusnamelmaasuniy fnginssuns
Uilanuarvunadn wiln wazdudueims dwlng
nuuwInszaETIUIaIUAeiaruenily uay
NIRRT (Pseudorca crassident) g
fuushameiienilng fngfnssunisuslnavan
wagvinduemns nuunsnszagluamirdnues
augu (39, 40] Fansumdon DA Turwifudn
nmsuslaarunudduturewhdlge sty
Fearfulaun Tasnuansuuiou DA gegniianes
sovawn Ae ownsluaild 91nn1sUssdununliy
nslisuansivanamsefdusunseludninga
Lgaqqﬂﬁaaumﬁl,ﬂaﬁuu%lfamﬁmaijq New England
YIUTTNASINGY 71U 458 f1 WUILNIINTS
vuidlou DA Jevay 7 Tnewuinniigalunguiionde
aguananils (offshore) Tnslamnganwmdsaey
(Megaptera novaengliae) o8nslsfn lanuaay

v v &

duiussenineggniaduunasnneuiiviiasneans
Fafiw DA Tuusnudingn Inensianuainisiu
\Uou DA geanlugadnse (0.0394 pg/g) 503afe

2WNIMUNTEINE (0.200 pg/g) Uaane (0.012 pg/e)

40

wardy (0.006 pg/e) laanuinemslunszingil
auilunsnaany DA dndilugaansyedieiiiy
d1fgy [41] wazAINNITANYIIN 3 BA Finuineiu
wavUuidou DA luudhamellawneaadn naen
yozan 9 Y (p.A. 2004-2013) [42] TouA 1vina Ao
(Megaptera novaeansgliae) wummﬁﬂmﬁau DA
auanTia91se (0.051pg/e) MmeshaAuAS (Balaena
mysticetus) wuan1sUuidiou DA qqqmﬁqamiz
(0.359 pg/g) way 21uWLUgn1 (Delphinapterus
leucas) wusnsuuitiou DA gegaiiomislu
Asgwg (0.007 pe/g) MsAnufivsnamsTueen
WealAlaznounaNTaIIMAYNSHEALAURAN WU
Egﬁ]mi%ammﬁmmﬁﬂ (Kogia brevicrps) WagIny
vmeuase (Kogia sima) fissunisuuileu DA igs
dewssudleuiuiuiesediedu uasdiodush
Uaanmymsdudfoures DA Tuawt 2 vilnd Tag
Wuileegsening 0.020-13.56 pg/g [43] dwsu
Uszimalnefssnuwunsuudou DA Tunguw
adausn immﬁmmﬁﬂ (Kogia brevicrps) lag
Wummﬁmﬁugﬂqﬂﬁlm (8.97 pg/e) T99a%N AD
§iU (6.09 ug/s) FuslefionsanaArnsuudiou DA
maqﬁm’imLaLgmqﬂﬁwumejmwﬂuﬂssmﬂlm
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nandeyanmsAnuneunihuazannisinwluassl
nuIn ANsUmUeu DA finsranulunuiaany
funUsliasinausluniasuseLnnvestulilesiagng

v
o

[19] m“ﬁ

grufeniesiunatedade laun ang we gania

IngdiAnsuuileustsening nd-8.9 ug/g

wissfiegende wwdeatuinulungulan

Table 4 Contamination of DA in 5 stranded whales.

Species et Stranded G Concentrations of DA (ug/g)
Provinces Liver | Kidney | Stomach | Intestine | Feces | Brain Lung | Muscle
NHNYRAIAA Nov 2019 | Chonburi M nd nd nd 1.88
Pseudorca crassident | Nov 2020 | Chumphon | M nd nd - -
NWIMEUATY Aug 2019 | PhangNga | F nd nd - - nd nd
Kogia sima Jul 2020 Krabi M nd nd - - nd - - nd
iiloyse Jan 2020 Krabi M nd nd nd 0.42 -
Balaenoptera omurai
Average nd nd nd 0.42 nd 0.94 nd nd
SD - - 1.33
Number (n) 5 5 2 1 1 2 1 2
Number positive for DA 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
% positive for DA 0 0 0 100 0 50 0 0
Total 19 samples (nd - 1.88 pg/g)

Note: nd = not detected

3.3 an1unisainisuuiiou DA Tudafuziaiieegn
aagunluuszmalng Tutae 6 U (w.a. 2559-2564)

dosndeyamsdnwinisuuiiou DA Tu
dninsiaiissgninsuuresyssimalneddesuin
fedu oannsauandiiiufuuliianiunisal
nsUuitiou DA Tudningiaissgniaeuuves
Useinalvglddanuiatu fideTahdoyamsing
firuan [19] BldvhnsAnuinisuuidiou DA lu
dninsiadvsgnieuuadiusnvessemealngly
PTENIUFBURAIAYN 2559 T Hquireu 2561

41

uUsznaunsanuluasel emasinnisiaszet
AUNINANDERUUITUAU (Linear Regression) Wans
Thfuianunsalfesaznsuudeu DA ludni
ysaEIgNFELI 3 Ny I8 nzgu Taun wa
2 fuwnliuanas TnsanansawunnsUuidiou DA
Tudninsiadssgnieuiliiinfidundiendoor
winadndtlaazisils Tnenuilauvinuin de
ATUALLUTD3 DA guan eifisudiudn inzaiies
Qﬂﬁwumﬁmﬁu sauansly Figure 8 wag Table 5
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Figure 8 Trends of DA contamination in marine mammals stranded in the past 6 years (2016 - 2021).

DA WWuansiity nanlnsdsdFinnguunasd
maufivana Pseudo-nitzschia wag Nitzschia
Faflenuanuduiudsesnsnnheuaznieves
dnivziaidnsgndasuy Taslanizesradlungy
vadlain 1 wnh wnnsa wasddanza [42,
a4, 45, 46, 47, 48] aaduanvgudnoganis
vl mzaiissgndrsuluis sumansii
wieuiududuiuann (Mass stranding) [7, 8, 18,
49] Taswuin DA Wuawmmnismeduduil 3 ves
winvzia [44] Fanisazan DA ludSumannvie
Tusvoznanudsasilidn insiadesgndaeun
wamsemstheiFess soune wiemeld Tns DA 4z
wWhluvihansaussdiudulunautla (Hippocampus)
mlAAnseslsaluauesdiu piriform waziila ds
wavilid mziaiiisagndaeuy fenmsfiaunives
FEUUUTEAMRALNAFAUDINIT ANDNLEU LARBINTT
vathwesnanluasss viensdfiguusssnudy
wadaueagnyinane 81ade1n1stn gyidennums
1 duay Juss wis visesnglaluyiuf [6, 18, 50, 51,
52, 53] dmsuUSunad DA Iuﬁmimml,gmqﬂé’wuu
fusnglusenunsfinwaded Seegssming nd-
37.29 ug/g ?iuﬁaw%auLﬁauﬁ’uﬁﬂmﬂﬂuiwmu
nsAnwIveRUTEWA [17, 42, 48, 54, 55, 56, 57,
58] wandliiuisnnuiuLlsvosssRuaMudLdY
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yeamsuuouiinasihsy T iesaneeududiy
fanaildnnsnwaded eglutasiidenasiili
é’mimzLaLf?ﬁquﬂﬁaauﬂwmﬂ'ﬁzmmammmiﬂaa
LAYANEINNNISLASUENTTINEAINETD (Nd-258 pg/g)
Tusguadviesillelamnunusunaunnnuruiiiuyes
FIIULNAINRBUNY Pseudo-nitzschia australis
157 5x10° waddedns dudusziuaududy
wwasvesivlunesuazUaifineodnlimunzause
nstlluslnaveayed [59] Inenudunasineu
W Pseudo-nitzschia spp. az@3e DA lausune
anududuiiuansrsiutuegfugumgiuassvoy
nanfiaes [60] Wudefunsane [61] finuin
gaumafionalutededAgysionisasneans DA ves
wnasnmeuniy lnenuin Pseudo-nitzschia seriata
fidedugamnd 4 esmwaifeatu livanzause
N5A159TNVB I NAINRRUNTTIARING1? 9dINa
THunasinouLinANLATEALAE ABUAUDILAEATT
a3 DA TutSinaufiganiiiiedlugungd 15 asn
wadea uananddawun Pseudo-nitzschia a¢dl
AU LLRAZ US89 DA Wikinn
%uﬁaagiuﬁﬂﬁﬁmmﬁuqa [62] Pseudo-nitzschia
multiseries 9x@$19 DA figannlutsiifienududu
Y098 [63] wazdanuindleianisasns

VDIWAIARDUNY Pseudo-nitzschia spp. Aiin1g
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a¥19a15397y DA Tudrefifaududuresdding
anaa [64] wenani ﬁmmmié’qﬁuwmwﬁﬁﬁmmﬂ
AON1SWAR DA VashwaInnouias Pseudo-nitzschia
seriata Tnelanzog198a3aing [65] egnslsfiny
dioifunisduasesduilnadnirfionsldsuna
nsznuRnMsUutiou DA Tuglstuazeninunile
UeUsemeRaUseniarunsgulvian st ASP
Twileves

TalaiAu 20 me/ke Fauvhiuussanaense
Taludn 0.03-0.10 n3usiaiioawns [13] [66] dwsu
Uszimndlne nsudssadlanvuanaeiunsgiuans
Tt iitomueililviuywduslnavesaosmluiidy
it duundmeiaiifinisasay

a1592fiw DA laifiu 20 me/kg vesmin

Lﬁam&l [67]

Table 5 DA detection frequencies by 15 marine mammals species.

Number % Positive for DA
No. Marine Mammal Species Fabitat of Previous study [19] This study Concentration
Status [40] of DA (ug/g)
Species 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
1 | Dugong dugon nearshore 16 - 100 100 77.8 0 nd - 37.29
2 | Stenella longirostris offshore 10 - - - - 100 11.1 | nd-0.87
3 | Sousa chinensis nearshore 3 - 100 0 nd - 42.85
4 | Tursiops aduncus nearshore 6 - 100 100 0 0 nd - 68.61
5 | Stenella coeruleoalba offshore 8 50 0 66.7 50 nd - 8.09
6 | Orcaella brevirostris offshore 3 - 100 0 0 - nd - 16.83
7 | Neophocaena phocaenoides | nearshore 8 67 50 0 100 100 | nd - 4.86
8 | Stenella attenuate offshore 2 - - 0 nd
9 | Steno bredanensis offshore 1 - - 0 nd
10 | Grampus griseus offshore 1 - 0 nd
11 | Pseudorca crassident offshore 2 100 0 nd - 1.88
12 | Kogia sima offshore 3 0 0 0 nd
13 | Kogia breviceps offshore 1 100 - - nd - 8.97
14 | Balaenoptera omurai nearshore/ 1 - - 100 nd - 0.42
offshore
15 | Globicephala macrorhynchus offshore 1 0 nd
Total 66 nd - 68.61 ug/g

Note: nd = not detected

Hagtudeyafnunisuudeu DA Tudns
mLaLgaaqﬂﬁwuﬂuﬂixWlmé’amﬁﬁaamn
fiforiunisiinisfnuviBesfenanedsdeiies
LﬁamwmmaLLasamumizﬁmiﬂuLﬁau SRR
AnuluSeswosdugamienddna (Clinical signs)
videanmynanensinegn (Pathology) fidaudey
TouAeadesusenausau Lﬁammaaﬁqaﬂmw

ﬁ’]L‘VWJﬂ']iG]’]EJLLa%NaﬂiS‘VI’UﬁLﬁﬂ“ﬁuﬁ]’mﬂ’]iﬂumau
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