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Why does a Female Bird Sing a Song?
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Abstract

Male birds usually sing more than females for mate attraction and territorial defense but
females of several species can sing during their breeding season with solo songs or antiphonal duet
songs with mated males. However female singing is less complicated than males. From the
published data on female singing, five broad explanations have been performed for the possible
purposes of female singing: (1) defend their territories from the intrusions, (2) attract males, (3) show
their ownership of males, (4) ask males to care for their offspring, and (5) communicate with their
offspring. In songbirds, females that can sing have colorfulness because female songs and their
plumage colors likely evolve together. Singing is the important adaptive strategy for female birds

to increase their survival and reproductive fitness.
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