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Water Management in Lowland Area of Ban Bangwa Community, Tambon Chienkhoa,

Amphoe Chalermphrakiet, Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Abstract

This research aims to studying the knowledge of the people in Ban Bang Wa Tambon Chienkhoa, the
District of Chalermprakiet, the Province of Nakhonsithamarat.. It is carried out by observations, in-depth
interviews and focus groups. The data obtained is categorized, analyzed and summed up by means of an
analytical narrative form.

The outcome of the study shows that the interesting water management is as follows. Chien, Bang Wa
and Bang Chun canals are the main waterways in the community. People can make use of these canals by fishing,
transporting and irrigating the water into their rice fields. They are considered “public”, so the people have full
freedom to make use of the water. The concrete right of the people living near the canals is that they are able to
do fishing in the canals in front of their houses.

The canals are also used to provide water into dams, swamps, marshes, ditches and ponds, which are
both linked to the main canals and isolated bodies of water in the rice fields. The various uses of the water consist
of the irrigation into the rice fields, which help balance the water in the fields. The water is also kept for drinking
and fishing. They put fishing equipment in the bodies of water and some bodies of water are used to grow some
germinated rice plants.

The area is also converter to be grooved mounds for planting crops and raising animals and the water in
the ditches is used for watering the plants. The people who can make use of the grooved mounds must be the
ones who are related to the owners. The rice field dams are built by making small ditches to irrigate the water
from the sources into the dams. The water in each dam belongs to the owner of the area, through which the water
flows. The owners may join together to irrigate the water into the rice fields in case there is a shortage of rain
water.

Dams, which were made up to reduce the flow of the water from the sources to the rice field, are now
replaced by new systems of water supply.

Bang Wa Community is located on the Pakpanang River Plains, so the people know how to manage the
water which is relevant to the conditions of the area. There are networks of linking water from the main sources
to smaller bodies of water. The grooved mounds are used to plant economic crops to provide more income of the
families.

In terms of water resources and their use, people in the area are able to make diverse uses of alternative
bodies of water bringing about an easier access to them. These factors can improve the way of life of the people
in Ban Bang Wa community. Therefore the related government agencies should help strengthens the potential of

the area by merging the local wisdom with the new knowledge and technology.
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