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Abstract

The aims of this research project were to study socio-economic circumstance
of para rubber farmers, to study the need for agroforestry in monoculture para rubber
plantation after tapping of para rubber farmers and to compare the differences between
the socio-economic circumstance and the need for agroforestry in monoculture para
rubber plantation after tapping of para rubber farmers. Three hundred and four para
rubber farmers in upstream area of Pa Payom-Tanae canal, Phatthalung province were
samples in this study. The interview form was used as a research tool to collect data.
The obtained data were analyzed with frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test and one-way ANOVA. The socio-economic circumstance results revealed that
most para rubber farmers are female, 41-50 years old, with primary school level of
education. They have average monthly income less than 10,001 baht, accompanied by
1-2 laborers per household. For the need of agroforestry in monoculture para rubber
plantation after tapping, para rubber farmers scored overall aspects in the highest level
(X = 4.298). The top three ranking aspects were service or indirect benefits (X = 4.508),
socio-economic (X = 4.482) and support (X = 3.905), respectively. The comparison of the
differences between the socio-economic circumstance and the need for agroforestry in
monoculture para rubber plantation after tapping of farmers found that the need for
agroforestry in para rubber plantation after tapping of para rubber farmers was significantly
influenced by education level and number of laborer’s household (p < 0.05). Consequently,
Rubber Authority of Thailand should encourage the knowhow of agroforestry rubber to
farmers and apparently motivate the application of agroforestry in para rubber plantation

after tapping.

Keywords: Need, Agroforestry, Monoculture para rubber plantation after tapping, Pa

Payom-Tanae canal
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