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Abstract

Forensic toxicology is involved with the detection and identification of drugs and
poisons in biological samples such as blood to assist in death investigations and in drug of
abuse testing in the living for example in the case of sexual assaults. In recent years, the use
of new type of narcotic substances which is known as “New psychoactive substances” or
NPS has been increasing globally and the detection methods for NPS in blood are not widely
known in Thailand. Furthermore, the very low level of drug concentration in blood at therapeutic
level (nanogram or sub-nanogram level) is a main problem for drug identification in blood
sample. LC-MS/MS (Tandem Mass spectrometry) which is considered as a highly sensitive
technique is required to solve this problem. This article presents the method development for
drug and NPS analysis in blood by LC-Triple-Quadrupole with dynamic multiple reaction
monitoring (dMRM) mode. Results showed that LC/MS/MS method that was developed can
identify 34 drugs and NPS in blood at therapeutic level with the limit of detection of 0.5 ng/ml.

Keywords: New psychoactive substance, LC/MS/MS, Identification
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NINANNNA  UANEINYT (Forensic toxicology) Hunusuiidnenmansanavieioioados
ﬁumamwﬁgamﬁaizwﬁﬂLLazﬂ%mmmaomLLa:miﬁaﬂmfﬂ\imﬁ loumsnsafigalenuazans
Awnndedwdringrrelusumeidedin wu [Fea Haame du Hudufu Tinguseaed
iosuayunszuaumsyissalummnamgeesmsidedin dumsanefigainuazansisly
\don Tasmzvdoiduniluyaaaiidoidimiu finquszasduie 1 dundngusznaumanssiin
Tundisneg 1wy msldevdeasanfinlunaneafiersyinssuvieadiitierfuanuinanime
(Drug-facilitated sexual assautt) m3ldansiandsvdousanssodvndudsasud uazmsldasiandin
Tusoufivheu (Drummer, 2010)

ssfifanuE ARt InenlFuieuazansianin 15U 8ng opioids ngauaNIATY
supunaunguiulslaesgiu Jusu ssaulnfumsfisengnisessuuyszamaunaslog
navidanszfumaiuzesaney sstungudenamanluagniadusianwiailnelssim 1 uaz
2 viedafuingeanguidednUszam (nevinguandn, 2561) Tuisuynuszimerialan uenanil
Tuge 2-3 T ﬁNﬁuuﬂﬁuIﬁﬁnﬁiLstfizmmJa\‘amiLawﬁw%amiaanqm%ﬁaﬁmﬂa:mmﬁm‘lm
(New psychoactive substances, NPS) ﬂL’JIEQﬂIﬂEJLQW’]tiJ‘SSLV]ﬂIuﬂMn’]Wiﬂiﬂ aNSFOWAM uay
diju Taeddniuludle “Legal high” 3o “Designer drugs” aswaniiiisansiidlaseasromeind
Inddpsansiandnfignauay Idnnmswasuwlaslassa$remeinfossansiawiniioodnion
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LLazmmiﬂaanqm%Iﬁ mﬁaua'mawﬁmLLazmwﬁmma%aanqw%lﬁguuwndwmaé% WA 10-100 Wi
vapeneaziumnsfiaaiam it ﬁ‘[mm%wLmnﬁifmmnafmawﬁmﬁgnmuquLwiaanqw%‘mﬁau
astanin asfigndaianzidulmimand vedusvliligninfusandniignenuan vl
tniawinlanviusnlasusziniinntuievanidssanuiannmslémsiawindofumsaua
(UNODC, 2015)

nmsnnefignineiidfvinenfundsmeianelannnnniisaiuunsswnlnawng
WU GC/MS uaz LC/MS iunan ‘f;\‘lLWﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ?NﬁiﬁﬂﬁuﬁuLﬂumﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ’)’mLLﬂJqu’TQ\‘i s
atnaungnaneinlan Wuivessuluszsuana Wumaiafiuusilumansafiugu (Confirmatory
tests) MNIANHINENNNFNANTANYINENTZHUENA 121 14 Forensic Laboratory Guidelines
U9 Society of Forensic Toxicologists (SOFT, 2006) LLasLflu‘fiﬂau%ﬂu‘j:uuﬂizﬁuqmmw LHU
ISO/IEC 17025 ptslsfimuiinansaiadsunamuninsfiwesiduiivansuifirnullums
asinanniigaAswaila LC- Triple-quadrupole MS (LC-TQMS) lasanansansiaiaansleiisziu
wnlunsudeimialansu

nnfinamnandresu Wasnnaanuidinenmanitiiizinsaieszvianslungy NPS
wazAsnmadeneiiildluilagiusismada LC-ion trap MS Saliiaansansiaenlimisluseauild
Tumssnn vwadeuilioihmsiauimssnafignisiavesnuazansiawiasialm 34 oia
Twdaafienudndulusziounlunsuvdamnin Tasweila LC-Triple-quadrupole MS TaeTunga
NPs thusziiulilu 2 nguvdniifinislsiustounsvano@angs Synthetic cathinones lun
3,4-methylenedioxycathinone (MDC) Laz Pentylone LLaan\jN Synthetic cannabinoids Teun
JHW-018, JWH-073 waz JWH-1503-1 tiianensdannusnsnsalununseiigadmedififivine
gpvanuiiineneansiuanumsaimslfeaninfivaeuly deliinusslomivinszuiuns
yisyanlumavdng e lEunugnssieain
InUsEaIAYaINTINY

ioinAEnneiigalsiineeuazansianinuiinluilungs synthetic cathinones

WA synthetic cannabinoids 598 34 #iia Tuidaafinndntuszduunlunduwiasini Taawadia
LC/MS/MS (LC-Triple-quadrupole MS) tiiethanldlunmsasafigniziingsvenluidanvasias
UfuAmstiAed aadud@ineneans
3A5ALIUN1939Y

1. Anwuarmusnesdanuifisiumsienzinsilavesenuazasiawiilolsilu
\denlapmadia LC-Triple quadrupole MS mnmsansfmuiisinenuazegiomsldonuiniasiio

2. IMNETNINITU (Reference Material, RM) puazanIlaninie 34 wila Aifoens
Ao Insweanaiavunaaniiu 4 ngu (A-D) muszduanadnduil¥nalumssnn (therapeutic
concentration) Mnen gy eaziBunfemavii 1
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No. Reference standard Therapeutic conc. range Group
(ug/mli)
1 Methamphetamine 0.01-0.05 A
2 MDMA 0.1-0.35 A
3 MDEA - A
4 Nitrazepam 0.03-0.07 A
5 7-Amino-flunitrazepam 0.005-0.015 A
6 Alprazolam 0.005-0.05 A
7 Flunitrazepam 0.005-0.015 A
8 Paroxetine 0.01-0.075 A
9 6-Acetylmorphine (6-MAM) - B
10 3,4-Methylendioxycathinone (MDC) - B
11 7-Amino-nitrazepam 0.03-0.07 B
12 Amphetamine 0.02-0.15 B
13 Benzoylecgonine - B
14 Clonazepam 0.02-0.07 B
15 Cocaine 0.05-0.3 B
16 Codeine 0.01-0.25 B
17 EDDP - B
18 JWH-073 - B
19 JWH-18 - B
20 JWH-1503-1 - B
21 MDA 0-0.4 B
22 Methadone 0.07-0.1 B
23 Mirtazapine 0.02-0.1 B
24 Morphine 0.08-0.12 B
25 Nor-ketamine - B
26 Oxycodone 0.02-0.05 B
27 Pentylone - B
28 Diazepam 0.125-1.5 C
29 Nordiazepam 0.2-1.8 C
30 Oxazepam 0.15-2 C
31 Temazepam 0.3-0.9 C
32 Venlafaxine 0.25-0.75 C
33 Ketamine 0.5-6.5 D
34 Phenylbutazone 3.3-12.3 D
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3. NAIUNIBMINTI9ILATILH (Method development) iamnanmimnzanluniIna
nnsiriiavavnuazasanfinsialndluidonlaomada LC/MS/MS Ussnausedunsusl

3.1 Optimized MRM (Multiple reaction monitoring) Transitions &1381M331U 34 #ia

3.1.1 Lm‘%ﬂuaﬁmmgmﬁy’\a 4 ngu (A, B, C, D) Tu Methanol fiauidudu 250

ng/mi wazihasNAIg LG 4 nay ludadedasiiavila Optimize Tanld Program optimizer il

AN Product ions (MRM transition) uazAWSTUATF UM ILANNIAETS (Collision energy, CE)

312 1@8n MRM transition uaz Collision energy laeidan 3 gilvenanadi

YpvaI (Intensity) goqmmﬁmumiumsw MRM 28v3531AT1ei Wwan1s Optimize 284

Methamphetamine #aalUsunss Optimizer sisuanslunwd 1

Compound Name Formula Mass Sample Position
Methamphetamine 149.24 1

Method Name
D:\MassHunter\Methods\Optimizer_Pos.m

Polarity Positive lon Source AJS ESI
Precursor lon Fragmentor

150.25 380

Product lon Collision Energy Abundance
91 17 1479065
119 9 595261
65.1 45 442412
63.1 53 37720

Al 1 fveewans Optimize ¥89 Methamphetamine selUsunsa Optimizer

3.1.3 nAgaU MRM transition 1‘7iLﬁanImﬂn'ﬁﬁmmsmmgmwm (Mixed standards)
finnudadu 250 ng/mi ioATREBUANNGNABY

3.1.4 1ha37 MRM transition ?‘ﬂﬁ@hﬂfnulﬁma\iﬁmmm (Intensity) $a1 Optimize
Tnailaeld Product ion scan mode i @ CE s sanwdi 2

+ESI Product lon:4 (rt: 2.113 min) Frag=380.0V CF=0.000 DF=0.000 CID@10.0 (194.0000 -> **)
146.0000

x10 57

14
12
" 176.1000
081
061
041

02 582000 90,5000 181000 oo o000 163.0000

01— ‘ - ‘ . A A M

50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190 200
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (m/z)

193.9000

MWl 2 §eE N Mass spectrum pattern 289 MDC 1 Product ion scan mode i CE = 10

3.1.5 MyuAA MRM transition WaZAWENIUNALHIUMILANNIAENTVBIEITINUNA
ol Method Tugiu MS
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3.2 Usumanmzneaninlasanlnnsil (LC chromatographic conditions) filglums
uENEe 34 aflapananiu TmﬂmiﬁﬁﬁhmﬂuLaqaLviﬂﬁ’uﬂ%ainé'LﬁﬂoﬁuﬁauLmnaanmnﬁ’ulé'
atvinauuazldlasnlaunsdiaunnns Ineti Mixed standard :9neT9ft 1 31@ars LC column
fimaa Mobile phase WU 0.1% Formic acid 1u Acetonitrile #i8 0.1% Formaic acid T 10 mM
Ammonium formate buffer (1 61 1) Lﬁa@mmﬂnmmmsﬁy’u 34 #fin navNuSudAsIU Mobile
phase WU Gradient 310 % Acetonitrile v‘i’ﬂﬂgd e lait 34 sfiauensananiu waslwleia
fiauang

3.3 §5WIBNMTAATIEH (LC/MS/MS method) LU Multiple Reaction Monitoring (MRM)
Usznauseszuulanninns@l uazawdsowildlumsuaninams udwhnmsdeaasinasgu
W 34 ilaiavhmmasey

3.4 §5NIBMIIANZA (LC/MS/MS method) WuL Dynamic Multiple Reaction Monitoring
(dMRM) Usznausnsszuulasaninnmil ewdsnuiildlunmsuanuiaans uaze Retention time
LLﬁqﬁﬁmiﬁmmsmmgwuﬁy’q 34 ¥fiafievmamasey 4935 dMRM duszasassldusinausmn
48 MRM uiignzaey LC ivaundusniudesianuadasnnnindosmnimstmuanaimsia
AN Retention time

4. WipufisAsimanzanlunsesensiaeviden (Extraction method) Insvhmanaaay
3BnsainfaenallUL Protein precipitation Wae Liquid-liquid extraction lagld Diazepam-d5
wae 3,4-Methylenedioxymethamphetamine-d5 (MDMA-d5) 11U Internal standards

5. NANLEATINTBNNIATINIA (Limit of detection, LOD) Lﬁammﬁ)aauﬂ%mmmv‘i”lqm
Az duniusmnsansawuld Tnedoeien Signal-to-noise ratio 31nn91 3

6. NATDUKNANTILATILTLAIBEINTY 1aeihfat1Na3eiATIANLENIINMTILATISINEN

¥
=

uazansianinluiienlaeiaiae LC-MS/MS #ila lon trap an3asneiiSeuiieuiuisnwamndu

WaluazaAUIeuna
IR TNAUITNTRTIIRENELAZENSENAR 34 FRA NANNDNTUSZALAININ

' ¥y v
ada o = o

50 ng/ml fuwaAdia LC-Triple-quadrupole MS FSwWan193IdwuiAsNwmndIuilanninnsia

a1 a o w o

AANTAUBNBILAZEIILEWAR 34 mﬁm‘imﬁaﬂaanmnﬁ’ulﬁﬂuaEh@ﬁ Iﬂﬂ&lﬂ’]?lﬂ?’]ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂ\?ﬂ’]iﬁ]i’]?’)

v
=1

(limit of detection) FaviATDVTiafiANNITNTY 0.5 ng/ml TNBazIBaAFIT

1. flanmeildlumsienst luswu L ail

LC column #l#@a Poroshell 120 EC-18 2.1x150 mm, 2.7 m lnel& Mobile phase

2 ¥iln Ifun ¥ia A Ap 0.1% Formic acid 11 10 mM Ammonium formate buffer Lazxiin B
#8 0.1% Formic acid lu Acetonitrile 3iaziilulving Gradient fidnau Mobile phase i 5% B
&y 95%B Tu 10 W7 Post run time 2 17 §951M5Wa 0.4 mi/min Usaasfidawindu 10 Tulasdng
gaunpieeany Wiy 45 avenisalBud

2. FENIZ289 Mass spectrometer Tulving dMRM TeaziBandomsni 2
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M1519% 2 LaAYAT MRM transition, Retention time tlaz Collision energy (CE) Melumsimned

Compound Name

Retention time

Transition (quantifier)

Transition (qualifier)

(min) Mass CE Mass CE
Morphine 1.88 286>201 29 286>165 41
MDC 3.02 194>146 15 194>176 5
Codeine 3.11 300>165 45 300>255 30
Amphetamine 3.29 136>91 17 136>119 5
Oxycodone 3.30 316.3>298 17 316.3>256 25
6-MAM 3.33 328>165 45 328>210.9 25
MDA 3.37 180>163 9 180>105 25
Methamphetamine 3.44 150>91 17 150>119 9
MDMA-d5 3.48 199>165 10 199>107 30
MDMA 3.49 194.2>163 9 194.2>105 25
7-Aminonitrazepam 3.52 252>121 25 252>94 50
nor-Ketamine 3.68 224>206.9 10 224>125 25
MDEA 3.68 208>163 9 208>105 25
Benzoylecgonine 3.70 290>168 17 290>105 33
Ketamine 3.70 238>125 25 238>207 15
Pentylone 3.97 236>188 17 236>175 20
Mirtazapine 4.09 266>195 30 266>72 21
Cocaine 4.24 304>182 17 304>82 33
7-aminoflunitrazepam 4.46 284>135 33 284>227 25
Venlafaxine 447 278.4>58 25 278.4>260 9
Paroxetine 5.14 330>70 33 330>192 21
EDDP 5.18 278>234 37 278>249 25
Methadone 5.48 310>265 13 310>105 29
Oxazepam 5.56 287>269 18 287>241 35
Nitrazepam 5.58 282>236 30 282>207 30
Clonazepam 5.7 316>270 25 316>241 30
Alprazolam 5.7 309.7>275 29 309.7>205 49
Flunitrazepam 5.96 314>268 29 314>239 37
Nordiazepam 6.01 271>140 30 271>208 30
Temazepam 6.05 301>255 20 301>283 10
Diazepam 6.53 285>154 25 285>194 30
Diazepam-d3 6.53 288>157 30 288>225 30
Phenylbutazone 7.24 309>160 20 309>120 25
JWH-1503-1 7.96 360>127 45 360>155 25
JWH-073 8.35 328.4>127 45 328.4>155 29
JWH-018 8.66 342>155 25 342>127 37
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3. fmdadinwavmInTiaia (Limit of detection) IaviA3aviafinudndy 0.5 ng/ml
Tu Methanol Taefidn Signal-to-noise (S/N) 38981519 34 ilaxnnn 3 feeng MRM chromatogram
289 Pentylone uay JWH-073 i LOD fif1 S/N 3nnni 3 uaaslumwdi 3

+ESI MRM Frag=380.0V CF=0.000 DF=0.000 C\O@WO (236.0000 -> 188.0000) LCON 0.5ng dMRM.d
x103 Noise (PeakToPeak) = 4.96: SNR (3.984min) =

4 3:—

Pentylone

3.
2
1
0

+ESI MRM Frag=380.0V CF=0.000 DF=0.000 CID@20.0 (236.0000 -> 175.0000) LCON 0.5ng dMRM.d
x103 Noise (PeakToPeak) = 1.79; SNR (3.982min) = 836.9

15{’

16 18 2 22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42 44 46 43 5 52 54 56 58 6 62 64 66 68 7 72 74 76 78 & 82 84 86 88 §
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

1551 MBM Frag-3800V CF-0000 DF-0.000 CID@29.0 (3284300 - 155.0000) LCON 0.9 aMRM ¢
X104 Noise (PeakTobeak) = 1.77. SNR (8 365min) = e JWH 073

+ESI MBM Frag-3800V CF=0.000 DF=0.000 CID@5.0 (228.4300 -> 127.0000) LCON 0.0 dMRM S
104 Noise (PeakToPeak) = 2.24: SNR (8.364min) =

o NN .
16 18 2 22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42 44 46 48 5 52 54 56 58 6 62 64 66 68 7 72 74 76 78 § 82 84 86 88 9
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

mw*i"'i 3 1LaAIFBEN MRM chromatogram 89 Pentylone tlag JWH-073 fi LOD

4. nmMISoufisununlans W (Peak area) ¥9a1sAassiawuIn Anwsnzanlung

WiBNFIBELREn ABISMSANAFIBENILLY Liquid-liquid extraction laaldiian 250 VIRTITY
P [ Y . a o a & a

pH Wuwe udaiace Butyl chloride 1 ml ATMNIaaAREUALENII@WAANY 34 BilaluNWTIN
sannnidenldind isvanansaulngidu Basic drugs msusu pH Wuwarhldansgnainean
N [ARnIuazAsHageign Matrix [##n3135 Protein precipitation

5. NANTUIADENINNATIINLENNIMNATDY WUTIBNWNAINTUNNEINITORTIINLTHARN
34 #ilalAANiA5LHN (LC- lon trap) eeaunsansianuwmualadzeenls nauanslunised 3

a3ef 3 uaavwalIpufisunInsdinngimetnadananignasninsgy

A20819 q15NWUA23F lon trap asinuAe3s TQMS
A0 1 Diazepam Diazepam Uag Nordiazepam
ot 2 Nordiazepam L83 Diazepam Alprazolam, Nordiazepam

LAY Diazepam
A0 3 Nordiazepam Lag Diazepam Alprazolam, Nordiazepam

lay Diazepam
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as

it uniaansahinldlunmsenessysiaseseuazunslad 5y
MDMA uas MDA uazansian@nydinlud (NPS) 15 Pentylone, JWH-073, JWH-018 uas
JWH-1503-1 Twidenld Wowseufisudsiwauduiumedinduia LC-MS/MS (lon trap) WU

¥y v
o =

T duiannsonmnataasidlulsinuisnidadunsdniaanuasnsalunsnse
A neimelffisine WAty uazilevnmamessufoevasewNIINI0ATIINLELAZENS
wndalgunnimadiady lnswwzwmunueladaeseniifivsinuaoud1esiauy nordiazepam
palsfimu vddsimsianndelulasnsvesusesunnsgiu 1SONEC 17025 Fuifluwilvlu
nITLUMIUIEAURUMWMIATIRIATIE Lﬁ'aLflumiﬂizﬁ’uqmmwmimﬂmuwamimfmﬂgﬁ;ﬁ
Hilanuhidefieuazgndaemananisnns

ANF1I919DY
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